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3 55 Letter to the Chairman of the Eat as Company, from 
- » ANDREW STUART, Eſq. | 


- 
+. * 3 8 41 9 


| 2 T may: "bly appear to you, or to ſome of the Gen in 
the Direction of the Eaſt India Company's affairs, ſomewhat 
| ſingular, that during. your late important diſcuſſions, where the 
* | propriety | ot my brother's conduct was directly or indirely 
I -brought. in queſtion, there ſhould have been no ſymptoms' of m 


. ks 4 


| taking any _ intereſt in theſe matters; nor any attempt made to pre 
vent or remove prejudices, with regard to the part Colonel Stuart 
| had acted, eee the late unhappy convulſions at Madras. 
75H 19; Ie RF; 
"0 -Iviedn!that account, that- How take dhe liberty, of addrefling 


| + to you this letter, to explain the reaſon of my filence hitherto; _ 
% 2 9 
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and at the ſame. time to communicate to you without reſerve, the 
ſtate of my mind with regard to the reported tranſactions at Ma- 
dras, and the prpceedings which I am informed theſe reports have 
recently given riſe to in this country. 


"From the 18th of March, to the 5th of this month, I was not 


in London, having gone to "FOR where I was neceſſarily de- 4 


tained, attending my re election, during the very period which” I 


now underſtand was ſo much occupied here by diſputes, and pro- 
ceedings relative to the Madras buſineſs, 


From this you will perceive, that ſuppoſing me to have been 
diſpoſed to take a part in theſe diſputes, my neceſſary abſence 2 
from London had RR me of the opportunity. | 
But I may venture to 90 one ſtep farther, by aſſuring you, that 
even if I had been upon the ſpot, the only part I ſhould have 
taken during that period of imperfect information, would have 
been to requeſt the Directors, and Proprietors, to ſuſpend their 
opinions of my brother's conduct, until there ſhould be an oppor- 
tunity of inveſtigating, and learning with certainty, what that 
conduct, and the motives of it, had truly been. 


Even at this hour I do not think myſelf ſufficiently informed 
in theſe reſpes, to be able to form a deciſive opinion; it is my 
intention to collect the beſt information that can be obtained of 
the real tranſactions, and after examining to the beſt of my judge- 
ment, the accounts given by the contending parties, I ſhall then 
have no difficulty in declaring to you ſincerely, the point of view 
in which theſe matters preſent themſelves to me.— I have not 
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the preſumption, however, to ſuppoſe that any judgment that 
may happen to be formed by me on this ſubject, is to have in- 
fluence in forming or altering the opinions of others. 


It may eaſily be ſuppoſed, that, in this inquiry, I wiſh exced- 
ingly, that I may have reaſon to think that my brother has acted 
properly, and in ſuch a manner as may entitle him to the appro- 
bation of the Public. So conſcious am I of the earneſtneſs of 
this wiſh, that I (hall endeavour, as much as poſſible, to be upon 
my guard againſt its miſleading my Judgment; nor ſhall I willingly 
ſuffer myſelf to be engaged either in any precipitate unauthoriſed 
defence or approbation of my brother's conduct, or in any attack 
upon the conduct of others with whom he has happened to differ 
upon this occaſion, 


I will air own to you, that the arreſting and confining the 
perſon of a Governor, appears to me a ſtrong meaſure, and ſuch as 
requires very powerful reaſons to Juſtify it, 


I ſhall further acknowledge, that if the accounts given by one 
party of the mode in which this was. accompliſhed, and of the 
circumſtances attending it, be ſtrictly true, there is ſomething in 
it which conveys to me a very diſagreeable impreſſion; nor ſhall I _ 


attempt to reconcile to the minds of others, what I find fo diffi- 
cult to reconcile to my own, 


If the facts as ſtated could be ſuppoſed to be true, and that the 
only defence for the mode in which the arreſt of Lord Pigot's per- 
ſon was conducted and completed, ſhall be, that there was no 
other poſſible method of avoiding bloodſhed and civil war, the 
fate of the perſon unfortunately obliged to make the option in 
ſuch an alternative, muſt have been very diſagreeable and diſtreſ- 

S fing; 
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fing; for I can hardly ſuppoſe a man ſo conſtituted; as not to feel 
ſtrong reluctance and averſion to employ the methods aſcribed by 
one party to Colonel Stuart, in the accompliſhment of Lord Pigot's 
arreſt, 


It is ſo improbable, that theſe things ſhould have happened in 
the manner they are related, and if ſtrong meaſures have been re- 
ſorted to at Madras, the materials for judging of the neceſſity of 
them are at preſent ſo incomplete, that juſtice and candour re- 
quire us to ſuſpend our judgments, with regard to the conduct of 
the principal actors, until that conduct, and the motives of it, are 
properly inveſtigated, and that all parties ſhall have an e 
nity of * heard. 


Great pains, I underſtand, have been taken in various quarters, 
not only to excite the greateſt degree of prejudice againſt my bro- 
ther's conduct, but to hurry the Directors and Proprietors into 
precipitate opinions and reſolutions, which are of ſuch a nature, 
as infer both judgment and condemnation before trial. 


I am therefore under the neceſſity of ſubmitting to your con- 
fideration ſome circumſtances, entitled to weight with the Direc- 
tors and Proprietors, for diſpoſing them to ſuſpend ſuch opinions 
or reſolutions, until my brother's conduct ſhall be fully and fairly 
examined; and I beg I may be underſtood to ſtate them with 
that view only. 


In the firſt place, it is a certain fact, that the diſſenſion and 
animoſity between Lord Pigot and the majority of the Council at 
Madras, took riſe long before my brother arrived in India. He 
did not arrive there till the month of May laſt, and I have letters 
in wy poſſeſſion from him ſoon after his arrival, as well as letters 

from 


„ 


from others, mentioning the diſtracted ſtate in which he 1 
matters there, on account of the diſputes and | diflenſions between 
Lord Pigot and the Council. 


Theſe ſame letters mention that my brother had hitherto ab- 
ſtained from taking part with either fide in theſe diſputes, and that 
it was his intention to avoid mixing in faction, and to apply him- 
ſelf to his own buſineſs in the military line. 


The advices received by the Company from India ſome months 
ago, muſt have confirmed theſe facts, and have ſatisfied you that 
the origin of the diſſenſions at Madras was long before my bro- 
ther's arrival in that part of the world. 


Secondly, I have particular occaſion to know that when my bro- 
ther left this country, it was his wiſh and intention to be on the 
beſt terms with Lord Pigot, and for this purpoſe he had obtained 
ſtrong letters of recommendation from Lord Pigot's particular 
friends in this country; Admiral Pigot was, as I underſlood from 
my brother, very obliging on that occaſion, in ſupplying him 
with letters to promote the good correſpondence between Tord 
Pigot and him. 


It muſt alſo be very evident to every perſon acquainted even 
with the general account that has been circulated of the tranſac- 
tions at Madras, that fo far as intereſt is concerned, it appeared 
to be Colonel Stuart's intereſt to have remained on the beſt terms 
with Lord Pigot; and as his Lordſhip did, upon two different oc- 
caſions, in the months of July and Auguſt laſt, offer him the 
command in chief of all the forces in that country, he, by declin- 
Ing theſe offers, and by obeying the orders of the majority of the 
council, deprived himſelf of a ſituation and advantages much more 
conſiderable than any that could be beſtowed on him by the party 

whoſe 
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whoſe orders he obeyed;—for the conſequence of the part he has 
acted, is that he remains ſecond in command without a ſeat in 
Council, and without any advantages or emoluments comparable 
to thoſe enjoyed by. the commander in chief; whereas, if he had 
eſpouſed Lord Pigot's intereſt, the immediate command in chief 
of the army devolved upon him with a ſeat in Council, and all 
the privileges and advantages belonging to the firſt military ſitua- 
tion; his ſenior officer, Sir. Robert Fletcher, then commander in 

chief, being at that time under arreſt to be tried by a court- martial, 
there was little chance of Colonel Stuart's not enjoying the com- 
mand of the army during Lord Pigot's government, 


From theſe circumſtances it ſcems probable, that in the part 
my brother has acted, he has not been guided by ſelf-intereſt, 
There may have been an error of judgment in the opinion formed 
by him of Lord Pigot's conduct, but there is great reaſon to pre- 
ſame, that the alteration from his original diſpoſitions with regard 
to his Lordſhip, and the part he choſe, of obeying the orders of 
the majority of the Council, aroſe not from intereſted views, but 
from an opinion that Lord Pigot was aQing illegally, and that the 
majority of the Council was the legal government which he was 
bound to obey. Here I beg leave to be underſtood, that it is 
by no means my intention to aſſert, either that Lord Pigot had 
acted illegally, or that the legal government was veſted in the 
majority of the Council; I only mean to ſay, that it ſeems to me 
probable, my brother proceeded on theſe ideas ; but whether they 
were well or ill founded, I do not pretend to judge. 


- Thirdly, The ſtrong and marked approbation of the Governor 
general, and Supreme Council in Bengal, ſeems of itſelf ſufficient 
to prevent any opinions or reſolutions unfavourable to Colonel 


Stuart, at leaſt until matters are further examined, 


In 


(CF) 


| In the letter of 15th September from General” Claveting to 
Colonel Stuart, there is not only an approbation of his conduR, 
but, in terms the moſt flattering to him, the General gives him 


applauſe for the honour of conducting / digicult and dangerous @ . 


buſineſs, and for the ſpirit and magnanimity with which he had 
executed it. When theſe diſtinguiſhed marks of approbation 
are beſtowed by General Clavering, whoſe ſenſe of honour, and 
whole ſentiments of propriety, and delicacy of conduct, as an 
officer and a gentleman, are ſo well known and eſtablithed, it is 
but fair and reaſonable to preſume, until the contrary is proved, 


that Colonel Stuart's conduct had not only appeared to the Su- 


preme Council at Bengal, right and proper in itſelf, but that in 
the manner of carrying that order of the Council into execution, 
and in the mode of arreſting Lord Pigot's perſon, there had been 
nothing unhandſome, .improper, or unſuitable to the character of 
a gentleman and an officer, 


1 ci: 


It appears from General Clavering's letter of the 1 5th, and from 


Governor Haſtings of the 18th September, that both of them 
give great.credit to Colonel Stuart, for the mode in which Lord 
Pigot's arreſt had been accompliſhed, © without bloodſped, wit h- 
out tumult, and without the violation of one legal form.” Theſe 
are the words of Governor Haſtings' letter to Mr. Stratton, wherein 
he talks with a degree of admiration of this, as a thing almoſt with- 


out example; and from General Clavering's letter it appears, 


that he conſidered a war in the Carnatic as inevitable, if this laſt 
decifive ſtep had not been taken. He ſays to Colonel Stuart, 
i« Whatever advantages, therefore, ariſe from the preſervation of ſo 
Faithful an ally (the Nabob of Arcot), or to the Company's. commerce, 
by the peace of the Carnatic * e the a are in- 
debted chiefly to 0 for them.” ; 


Such 
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Such e expreſſions made uſe of by General Clavering in 
his letter to my brother, and by Governor Haſtings in his letter: to 
Mr. Stratton, and ſuch the light in which: this matter preſented 


itſelf to the Supreme Council at n after ee the aſſer· 


tions of both parties. 


It is not with a view to acquire any poſitive opinion at preſent 


in favour: of my brother's. conduct, that I have ſelected from a 


number of other circumſtances, which might have been ſtated in 
his favour, thoſe which are now ſubmitted to your conſideration, 
but merely to make uſe of them as reaſons for a ſuſpenſion of any 
unfavourable judgment or een to his prejudice, until the 
matter is more wy examined, | 


\ * , * ' 0 * * 
\*? * \ . * 
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Ido Gut wiſh to enter at all into the merits of the queſtion be- 
tween lord Pigot and his council, nor to aſſert or inſinuate any 
thing to his lordſhip's prejudice. It is well known, that it was 
my earneſt recommendation to my brother at leaving this country, 
to cultivate a good underſtanding with his lordſhip, whom I had 
always been accuſtomed to conſider as a reſpectable man, to 
whom the India Company had been under great obligations at a 
ee period during the laſt War. 


I took occaſion alſo to write to my brother in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, in the month of January, 1776, requeſting and inſiſting 
with him, that he ſhould confine himſelf entirely to his own bu- 
ſineſs and profeſſion i in the military line, and that he ſhould avoid 


- all interference in the factions or political intrigues, which I un» 


derſtood too often took place i in our ſettlements in India, This 
was recommended to bim in ſuch a manner, that I have reaſon 
to be confident it would have weight with him; and as I find by 
is 8 of the zoth of September laſt, now before me, that he had 
received 
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received mine of January before the late violent diſturbances at Ma- 


dras, it gives me ſome degree of hope, that the part he took in the 
buſineſs upon the 23d and 24th of Auguſt, was not the reſult of any 
preceding ſpirit of faction, or intrigue, but a ſudden reſolution 
taken in conſequence of his being reduced to the diſagreeable 
alternative, of either diſobeying the orders of Lord Pigot, or thoſe 
of the en the council. | 


The n in my brother's letter, of the zoth of September, 
on the above ſubject, is in theſe words: 


I feel in my own breaſt, the greateſt inward ſati faction ariſing 
« from a cool reflection on what is paſt, and am particularly happy, 
that upon an attentive peruſal of your long letter, I do not find 1 
© car, charge myſelf with a breach of thoſe rules which your friend- 
&« ſhip preſcribes, fince I am convinced that by not interfering in 
0 politics, you could not mean, that as a military man I was to 
e obey unlawful ſep inſtead of ſupporting SN % 


The concluſion of bis letter to me, which is a very long one, 


/ 
and at your command whenever you chuſe to peruſe, it, is in 
theſe words: 


- 6 The candid part f the world, will juſt ify me from the impu- 


« tation of every ſelfiſh and intereſted view, when it is known, 


« that atting upon conſtitutional principles, I have at two different 
« times refuſed the command of the army offered to me by Lord Pigot, 


and upon this occaſion I have exerted myſelf in defence of the rights 
« of the Company at the hazard of my I 5e. Were it polſible for 
ne ever to feel the impreſſion of ſuch motives, it may be regſon- 
« ably aſted, bat advantages can poſſibly be derived to me from 
« ' my preſent conduct, or what ir there, that this or any other govern- 
* ment can give ne, that I 1 not have had from Lord. Paget ?- My 
HEY B conduct 


( 10 ) 
* conduct in this reſpect muff remain an inconteſtible proof to every 


« impartial perſon of my baving atted from conſcience, and from 
«* convittion of the rectitude of the cauſe in which I was engaged. 
+4_ ? 


 & Before I take my leave of you, my dear brother, 1 ſhall beg 
« Jeqve to repeat what I baue already declared to my friend General 
* Clavering, that as I hope for mercy, I never had any promiſe, 
« neither am I in poſſeſſion or expectation of any private benefit 


* qohatever, reſulteng from the. * now orenght alert in this 
government. | | 


If you will allow me to ſhew you the whole of my brother's 
diſpatches upon this occaſion, you will perceive, that ſo far from 


having any idea of the poſſibility of prejudices ariſing agaiaſt him 
in this country on account of what he had done, he' ſeems to be 


under the influence of the ſtrongeſt conviction, that he had done 
a molt meritorious ſervice to the Eaſt India Company, and to the 
country in general, by preſerving peace in the Carnatic, by eſta- 


bliſhing what appeared to him to de the legal government, and 
K all this without e or W | 


So much is be under i er that 1 that in 

the laſt letter received from him, dated loth October, he defires 
me, on the footing of the ſervices he has upon this occaſion ren- 
dered to the India Company, and to the Britiſh empire in India, 
to apply to the Company for the rank to him of Brigadier Gene- 
ral in India by brevet; and further ſuggeſts, that as he had been 
fourteen. years a Lieutenant Colonel in the king's ſervice, and had 
never yet received any. mark af favour for the part he acted in 
the ſucceſsful ſtorming of the Moro Fort at the Havannah, that 
he thinks this recent ſervice in India ſhould, with his former fer- 
vices during laſt As 1 to * * n CGolones in the 
King 6 army. 
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By thus laying before you the ſtate of Colonel Stuart's mind 
upon this occaſion, as painted in his private letters to a brother, 
it will readily occur to you, what a ſevere diſappointment and 
mortification it will be to him, if, inſtead of thoſe public marks 
of approbat ion. which his imagination had already almoſt realized 
to him, he ſhould find, that his character and conduct upon this 
occaſion have been attacked in the moſt violent manner, that the 
circumſtances of his behavioor have been painted in colours the 
mol; likely to excite prejudices and even indignation againſt him, 
| before any account had arrived here from himſelf, and before 
there was an opportunity of informing the Public of the true 
ſtate of facts; and that, upon no other authority, than a letter 
from Alexandria, from a gentleman known to have taken a very 
warm part in theſe OO el. to de che ee own: of 
Colonel Stuart, WP 


1 do not mean by this to: imputacany blame to Admiral Pigot, 
or the other friends of Lord Pigut in this country, for endeavouring 
to intereſt the Proprietors and the Public ftrongly in his Lordſhip's 
favour. It was natural for them, believing what they had heard, 
and thinking as they did of the proceedings at Madras, to be in- 
flamed with zeal for his Lordſhip, and with indignation againſt 
thoſe who had any ſhare in- the events which had happened to 
him, and in that temper it was natural for them to avail themſelves 
of what may be called the honeft prejudices of the Public; for 
theſe prejudices inſtilled by the letter from Alexandria, Wer 
founded on compaſſion for a man conſidered as injured, and indig- 
nation at. thoſe whom the Public then conceived to ave acted to- 
wal 85 nnen a e 


ſia Lord Picor 8 friends aſt think i it 1 natural on my 

part to endeavour to prevent theſe prejudices from extending weir 
influence too far in this buſineſs. 

| B 2 | - In 
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© In the preſent ſage of theſe Indian diſputes, before the facts 


Hive been properly aſcertained, it is not my wiſh, nor my inten- 
tion, to make any aſſertions favourable or unfavourable, either to 
Lord Pigot's or to my brother's cauſe ; but 1 do moſt fincerely 
wiſh, that there may be a full, fair, and impartial examination 
into the conduct of all the perſons at Madras, who have been con- 
cerned in the late important tranſactions there, and that this may 
be done in the moſt ſpeedy manner, and in that manner which is 
moſt likely to prove effectual for bringing the truth to light, and 
for making every actor appear to the Public in his proper 
colours. 


As I cannot doubt that a. meaſure ſo requiſite for the honour 
and intereſt not only of indiyiduals, but of the India Company. and 


of the Britiſh nation in general, will be adopted, the object of | 


my preſent requeſt, is no more than that in the interval which 
precedes the enquiry, the Directors and Proprietors of the India 
Company may be pleaſed to ſuſpend their opinion of Colonel 
Stuart's conduct, and that they may alſo be pleaſcd to abſtain, 
during that interval, from any reſolutions which, by inferring an 
immediate diſapprobation of his conduct, may be eſſentially pre- 
judicial to him. 


You know, Sir, that when my brother went to India, he was 
appointed ſecond in command, to ſucceed to the command i in 
chief upon any vacancy, by the death, reſignation, or removal, of 
Sir Robert obeſe, | the Commander i in Chief. 


I have been told, that on the 4th of April, before my arrival in 
London, and very recently after the arrival of the firſt advices a- 
bout theſe diſturbances at Madras; a meſſage was ſent by the DireQors 
to Lieutenant Colonel Monro,defiriog him to accept of the command 
in chief at Madras, and that it has even been in agitation to ſend 

| out 
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out another officer ſecond in command there. Theſe ſteps, if 
true, have been carried on with ſo much expedition, and with ſa 
little notice to any perſon concerned on the part of the fieſt and 
ſecond in command uf on the coaſt of Coromandel, that I muſt 
be excuſed for thinking it a hard meaſure on the two gentlemen 
who now fill theſe ſtations; it is in effect, proceeding to judgment 
and condemnation of them, even before any notice given to them- | 
ſelves or to their friends, to prepare for their defence. | 


If there is to be a certain number of Commiſſioners ſent to 
India to inquire into the late diſorders at Madras, and to reſtore 
Feace and good government in that country, I do not deny that 
it is reaſonable and equitable, that during ſuch enquiry the prin- 
cipal actors on all ſides, whether i in the civil or military ſervice of 
the Company, ſhould be ſuſpended from their functions, and that 
others ſhould be appointed to occupy their places, until, by the 
reſult of the enquiry, it ſball A whether the perſons thus 
ſuſpended had been faithful 0 unfaithful ſervants to the in- 
tereſts of the Company. When ſuch 1 inquiry is compleated let the 
ſubſequent fate of eyery man thus tried, be regulated by his. 
merit or demerit in the tranſactions which gave riſe to "the 


| enquiry. 


But ſurely it cannot be your intention, Sir, nor that of the other 
gentlemen in the direction of the Eaſt India Company's affairs, to 
adopt a mode of proceeding in this particular caſe, which ſhall | 
Have the effect to make 7 us A 4-90 


inquiry. 


This is ſo repugnant to every principle or rule of proceeding 
hitherto obſerved, either by the India Company, or by any ſoci- 
ety of men acquainted with the bleſſings of the Britiſh conſtitu- 
tion, that I cannot perſuade, myſelf that there is any ſerious inten- 


tion of adopting it. | 


(14) 
But it will be adopting it effeQually, if any officers are to be 


ſent to Madras, with commiſſions to ſuperſede Sir Robert Fletcher 
hd CINE Stuart, and that for an indefinite [ons of time. 


That a proper officer toute appointed to take 8 command 
of the army, during the enquiry into the conduct of Sir Robert 
Fletcher and Colonel Stüart, is a meafure which cannot with 
propriety be objected againft, but it is ſubmitted that the com- 
miſſi:n to ſuch officer be temporary, to ſubſiſt only till the 
_ enquiry into the conduct of the preſent firſt and ſecond in com- 
mand at Madras ſhall be completed; or at Teaft, that the com- 
miſſion to be granted to any officer now to be ſent to Madras, 
ſhould not be prejudicial either to 'Sir Robert Pletcher, or to 
Colonel Stuart, in the event of the propoſed: Wy terminat- 
ing in a manner er- for them. | 


£ 


It Sink be admitted! on Mm Kinda, that it is at leaſt a _ 
| caſe, that Colonel 8 uart, in'the part he has acted in obedience to 
the orders of the majority of the Council, may, inſtead of deſerv- 
ing cenſure or ſuperceſſion, have actually done what was proper 
and meritorious on | his part. 


It is alſo at leaf a poſſible caſe, that if he has done wrong, or 
acted irregularly, in obeying the orders of the majority of the 
Council, he has been guilty only of an error in judgment ; and 
that bis oonduct may appear to have been guided by the den in- 
tentions for the intereſt of the Company. EM 

| Upon theſe ſuppoſitions, 1 beg leave to ſubmit it to your con- 
ſideration; and to that of the other Gentlemen in the direction 
of the. Company's affairz, to whom I beg this Letter may be 
communicated as ſoon as poſſible, whether it would not be the 


1 


j 
| | 


. 


ſource of much regret and uncaſineſs hereafter to yourſelves, 17 
you ſhould find that by a ſudden [reſolution founded on che firſt 
reports, your conduct to an officer, who in the event ſhall de found 
to have deſerved well of the Company, had been ſuch, that it was 
.no longer in your power to redreſs the material injury that had 
been done to him, both in point of ſituation and character. ; 
[You will Gs "yp that in the what ——_ 4 this "nts I 
have nat pretended either to approve of my brother's condud, or 
to advance any thing againſt that of his opponents 3 J have con- 
tended for nothing elſſe but a fair and impartial i inquiry, ade 
pence of deciſive judgment, vad n! inquiry is ae 


In contending for. this e conduct, 1 haze not en 
myſelf. of the intelligence recently received from Madras, by n 
very reputable and eſteemed ſervant of the Company, Colonel 
Capper, who has brought letters and accounts containing ſuch a 
favourable repreſentation of Colonel Stuart's conduct, and beſtow- 
ing ſuch encomiums upon it, as might perhaps have entitled me 
to ſtate it as ſomething ſtronget than a mere poſſibility that his 


conduet upon inquiry may be uh to W heen ee. 


Is enter into the perticulars of th accounts thus received by 
Colonel Capper, would be engaging further in. this conteſt, than 
I have any inclination to do at preſent, and further than I can at 
any rate permit myſelf to do, until I am poſſeſſed of full informa- | 
tion on both fides of the queſtion. 


It is ſallicient for the only purpoſe I have in view, that of an 
impartial inquiry, and till that happens, a ſuſpenſe of judgment, 
that there exiſts a probability, or even a poſſibility,” of Colonel 
Stuart's having acted ſuch a part, as entitles him to approbation, 
or even ſuch a-part as does ondary: haves CO INTO 
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expect from the Eaſt India Company, that meaſure of juſtice to 
my brother, which the laws and conſtitution of this country 
never refuſe even to the moſt abandoned wretches, when accuſed 


of the moſt enormous crimes, that they ſhall: not be panghed til N | 


1 


( 16 ) 


This n or, if that is diſputed, this poſſibility, which 
8 can deny to exiſt, entitles me, without preſumption, to 


they: are tried 4 8 60 in their defence. 8 7 1 
5 Let my PR Io and or fall 510 fair trial, 108 en of | | 
his conduct; but I truſt with confidence in the juſtice and equity of 
the honourable Company, that noſuch permanent and prejudicial Y | 
meaſure will be adopted at preſent; as may, by virtually depriving 
him of his ſituation and proſpects in the ſervice, inflict a very ſe- : — 

vere puniſhment and cenſure upon Colonel: Stuart, mand, and . 
unheard in his own deferice. 1: Wd £ 2:54 3041 485" #1] Yiry _ 
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